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Follow to neo-Nazi hate concert

Neo-Nazis: Not In Our Nation’s Capital, Not In Our Neighborhoods
DC Area Youth Say No to Neo-Nazis, Anti-Semitism and Racism

Declare August 24th a Day of Unity and Tolerance


WASHINGTON, DC -- DC area youth will sponsor a counter protest and launch a regional youth education and prevention campaign to say, “neo-Nazis: not in our nation’s capital and not in our neighborhoods.” Area high school, junior high and college students organized, S.H.I.N.E., Stop Hate, Inspire Neighborly Engagement in response to increased hate incidents, neo-Nazi marches, and white supremacist recruiting efforts in the region. S.H.I.N.E. is a program of the Youth Leadership Support Network, a violence prevention arts media education and training network that works with DC area youth.

On August 24, just weeks before the September 11 terrorism anniversary, neo-Nazi group the National Alliance will sponsor the largest white supremacist rally in DC since the 1930s.   It will take place on the Capitol Steps, followed by a hate concert that evening in an undisclosed location in Northern Virginia or Maryland.

“Neo-Nazis are using DC as a platform for hate. That’s not acceptable. It’s the moral responsibility of all people to stand against hate,” says Molly McArdle, 15-year-old Duke Ellington School of the Arts student and 
S.H.I.N.E. co-founder. 
“S.H.I.N.E promotes understanding and unity for all people by peacefully countering hate groups and declaring that the Metropolitan area is a hate free community,” says Miles Joyner, 13-year-old S.H.I.N.E. member of Bethesda. He adds, “S.H.I.N.E. stands against hate organizations through intercultural diversity. We promote the many positive contributions of young people who know that love is a better message than hate.” 
“White power hate groups target young people to be new recruits primarily through music. S.H.I.N.E., a youth project, is here to say that teens don’t stand for it,” says Robin Chen Delos, 19-year-old resident of Fairfax County and co-founder of S.H.I.N.E.  She adds, “When white power groups organize in a community the number of hate crimes increases. White power groups have been mobilizing in Fairfax County and they bragged about recruiting high school and college students.” Subsequently, hate crimes increased four-fold in Fairfax County, Virginia since September 11th. Similarly, hate crimes and incidents jumped 76 percent in Montgomery County, Maryland in 2001. 

“Since September 11 the majority of hate violence and terrorism within this country have been committed against people of color and religious minorities by white racists. S.H.I.N.E. provides support for likely targets and potential recruits of hate organizations.” says Douglas Calvin, Executive Director of the Youth Leadership Support Network. “We must support our youth in promoting positive alternatives to hatred.”

Twenty-one year old Arielle Bielak of Northern Virginia states, “Virginia is for lovers, not for Nazis.”
* * *
